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on India. His appeals did not excite the enthusiasm
expected. His forces were flung back in the Khyber.
British troops advanced into Afghan territory. The
Khyber Rifles melted away; but the Afridis did not
break into a revolt. The Afridis and the Orakzais sat
on the fence, The Afghan armies were scattered like
chaff. Had they stood a few days on the Indian ten>
tory> 100>000 tribesmen would have arisen against the
British authority*

Revolt spread like wildfire in Waziristan. A firm
attitude was adopted by the British authority. The
tribes were heavily punished. They were compelled to
accept the terms. These were the thin edge of the
wedge in their independence. A strong brigade was
located at Rasmak* Roads were constructed and the
cantonments were linked up. Wana was occupied by
regular troops. The forward policy school came into
their own* The Government refused 'to form the
Khyber Rifles. Tribal levies were recruited to police the
new roads. The transborder tribesmen had long been
enlisted in the Indian Army* Their pays and pensions
swelled the tribal treasures. Their strong element in
some regiments hindered in frontier operations- In
Mesopotamia and other places the Pathans gave proofs
of their disloyalty to the British Crowru Hence the
Government has altogether stopped the recruitment of
Pathans in the Army, It is a heavy blow to the tribal
purse.

The Afghan borderland is central Asian. It is not .
Indian in its characteristics* For a long time they had
no feeling of solidarity with India. Peshawar buzzes
with dance and din of Pathan society. It is held and
owned by one of the strongest races in Asia. The
Frontier is a land of contrasts. It is a realm of light and